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Discovering Rajasthan

21 Oct—01 Nov 2024

Legendary cities, opulent palace hotels, a unique wildlife, a history of battles
and ruined forts, land given for bravery and the resulting fortified homes of
the Thakurs (Landed gentry) now being converted into boutique hotels are
just some of the facets which sum up Rajasthan.

While the better-known cities of Jaipur, Jodhpur and Udaipur are doubtless
fascinating places to visit, away from the cities, Rajasthan offers a
kaleidoscope of experiences that those just traveling the main circuit often
miss out on. On this journey we’ll do both, see the highlights of Udaipur and
Jodhpur and take time to visit off-the-beaten-track destinations, which
provide an invaluable insight into this most romantic of all of India’s regions.

Each place we stay has a special anecdote whether from when | first
discovered it to a more recent trip. Come to discover for yourselves the
reasons that they have all become firm favourites of mine!
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HIGHLIGHTS

Visit the beautiful city of Udaipur, its city palace and explore it bazaars

and enjoy a sunset boat ride on Lake Pichola

Engage with the extraordinary but highly threatened world of the Raika

camel herders
Candlelit Dinner at a historic stepwell

Meet a leading conservationist while exploring unique Jawai where the

Raika and leopard live harmoniously

Learn how to create classic Rajasthani dishes on a culinary workshop

Interact with rural communities on village walks
Meet the original conservationists, the Bishnois

Marvel at the Mehrangarh Fort and the street bazaars of old Jodhpur.
Stay in a luxury desert camp in the Thar desert, ride camels, chill by the
pool, visit Osian and dance the night away to the strains of jazz under a

star filled night sky.

Q

go'elhi airport

Aligarh
3{("(])- [

o

Bikaner
EICAGH

Mathura
a3 \Agra
2

\le

Jaipur

a

LaH43)

Gwalior
R NR2EY
)

Barmer Eﬂﬂ
FEHY :
Jhansi
=Rl
OB N
Shivpuri
Il
La?nour
L.,J'”A F‘ﬁéage ‘
o} ;. v
oox 3 Guna
2 Palanpur $ AN iG]
UlGaAYR 7 Mandsaur ; | P

A INDIAN EXPERIENCES

DISCOYERING NDIA DIFFERENTLY




ITINERARY OVERVIEW

Mon 21-Oct-2024 Arrival - Delhi
Arrival transfer to a hotel near the airport .

Rest of the day at leisure. In the evening we’ll meet up with the group to discuss the
program ahead and have dinner together.

Tue 22-Oct-2024, Tue Delhi-Udaipur

An easy first morning before transferring to Delhi airport in time to board the flight
to Udaipur.

Delhi -Udaipur -Vistara UK 627 at 1320 Hrs/1445 Hrs

Arrival transfer to Bujera Fort. Welcome dinner.

Wed 23-Oct-2024, Wed Udaipur

Enjoy a sightseeing tour of Udaipur's City Palace and temples.
Spend the afternoon exploring the Old City bazaars.

Conclude the afternoon with a sunset boat ride on Lake Pichola before being taken
to a special venue for dinner.
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ITINERARY OVERVIEW

Thu 24-Oct-2024, Thu Udaipur-Ranakpur-Narlai

Morning drive (2 2 Hrs /90 Kms) to Ranakpur to see some of India’s finest Jain
Temples. We’'ll continue onto the hotel. In the afternoon we’ll take a walk through
Narlai village and then in the evening, we’re in for a treat with a fabulous dinner at a
historic stepwell.

Fri 25-Oct-2024 Narlai -Jawai

We head out early morning for a Chaifari with the Raika Camel herders as we join
them around their morning campfire, chat with them and try some camel milk chai!
Later, travel to Jawai (2 Hrs/65 Kms) one of the most scenically beautiful
destinations in Rajasthan which is famous for the coexistence of the Raika and
leopards.
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ITINERARY OVERVIEW

Sat 26-Oct-2024 Jawai

We’ll leave at sunrise for a morning safari in search of the leopard. In the
afternoon, we’ll head out to meet with Rabari herdsmen who have shared this
land with wildlife for many centuries. The leopards and the herdsmen co-exist
beautifully and there has been no reported incident of leopard attacks in these
villages.

Late afternoon safari in search of the leopard on a 4x4 vehicle, with our expert
guide.

Sun 27-0Oct-2024 Rohet

We’ll have a slightly more leisurely morning before heading off to Rohet (2.5 Hrs
/120 Kms) but enroute we’ll stop off at the surprising Bullet Baba Temple!

Check into the hotel and the afternoon to relax before concluding the day with a
Culinary Workshop to learn a little more about the wonderful Rajasthani
cuisine.

Mon 28-Oct-2024 Rohet

After breakfast we’ll head out to explore Jodhpur visiting the imposing
Meherangarh Fort and the bazaars of the old city.

Return to Rohet and rest of the evening at leisure.
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ITINERARY

Tue 29-Oct-2024 Rohet

This morning we’ll head out into the villages where we’ll meet the 'Premier
ecologists of the world', the Bishnois, who have protected nature for more than 500
years and are responsible for the very survival of species like the Black Buck
antelope (India's most beautiful antelope and a rare and protected species today).
They share a beautiful relationship with this special animal, wherein the antelope
stays close to Bishnoi habitation, never leaving it, and displays complete trust in the
Bishnoi people.

On the way back, we’ll stop by the river for a picnic lunch. Return to the hotel and
rest of the day at leisure. You may choose to relax by the pool, go and see the
stables with the famous Marwari Horses or go on a nature walk.

Wed 30-Oct-2024 Rohet-Osian

After breakfast check out and travel 2 % Hrs to Osian to a special camp built on
the first sand dune of the Thar Desert. Lunch awaits in the open-air dining
courtyard. Late evening enjoy sundowners by the pool.
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Thu 31-Oct-2024 Osian

In the morning we’ll head out to see the little explored Jain and Hindu temples of
Osian. In the afternoon we’ll head out in our 4-wheel drive jeep through the majestic
Thar Dunes and desert brush, visiting a tribal dwelling enroute to get a rare glimpse
of remote desert life. See the sunset from a vantage point deep in the desert and
then return back to camp. Camel safaris are also an option here.

On return you will have enough time to freshen up before being entertained by a
troupe of local musicians around open fire. Accompanied by traditional Rajasthani
folk dancers, local musicians will sing proudly of battles and love ballads, tunes
which have been passed on from father to son for generations. A beautiful finale to
the trip.

Fri 01-Nov-2024 Osian-Jodhpur-Delhi -Departure

Breakfast at camp. Later transfer to Jodhpur ( 1 %2 hrs) in time to board flight for
Delhi.

Jodhpur -Delhi -Air India Al 476 at 1500 Hrs/1610. Connect to onward flight.
To book this itinerary:
Email Philippa@indianexperinecs.com

Call: +44 7966 025330

To discuss in more detail book a free call:
https://calendly.com/indianexperiences/30min
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DESTINATIONS

Delhi stands as the capital of Modern India. Here you can see the mingling of the Old and New
India, the ancient and the modern. Delhi is a city that bridges two different worlds. Old Delhi, once
the capital of Islamic India, is a labyrinth of narrow lanes lined with crumbling havelis and
formidable mosques. In contrast, the imperial city of New Delhi created by the British Raj is
composed of spacious, tree-lined avenues and imposing government buildings. Delhi has been the
seat of power for several rulers and many empires for about a millennium. Many a times the city
was built, destroyed and then rebuilt here. Interestingly, a number of Delhi's rulers played a dual
role, first as destroyers and then as creators.

The city's importance lies not just in its past glory as the seat of empires and magnificent
monuments, but also in the rich and diverse cultures. No wonder chroniclers of Delhi culture -
from Chand Bardai and Amir Khusro to present day’s writers - have never been at a loss for topics.
In Delhi, you will discover that the city is sprinkled with dazzling gems: captivating ancient
monuments, fascinating museums and art galleries, architectural wonders, a vivacious performing-
arts scene, fabulous eating places and bustling markets.

Delhi has seen the rise and fall of many emperors, which has left behind a plethora of monuments
that commemorate the grandeur and glory of bygone ages. Very few cities in the world can
express such a profusion of architectural styles.
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UDAIPUR

Set beside the blue waters of Pichola Lake and surrounded by the ancient Aravalli Hills, Udaipur
has a romance which is unmatched by anything else in Rajasthan, possibly even in India. Even
illustrious writer Rudyard Kipling remarked of Udaipur that you would surely "see it and die". This
glamorous and easy-going city is a truly dazzling combination of white marble palaces, historic
temples, ancient streets and lush landscaped gardens.

In the Old City visitors can wander the narrow streets soaking up the atmosphere of the buzzing
ancient bazaar. Here, local industry and traditional craft such as shoemaking and metalwork sit
side-by-side with souvenir shops and small eateries serving samosas and chai tea. Udaipur's old
city also has lively art galleries and quaint bookshops, making it the perfect place for browsing.
Evenings see cultural displays come to life; at the beautiful Bagore-ki-Haveli Rajastani traditions
are shown through lively dancing, folklore and puppetry.

Outside of Udaipur, there is beautiful surrounding countryside ready for exploring on wheels, feet
or horseback. Five kilometres out of Udaipur is Sajjan Garth Palace, or Monsoon Palace (a place to
view the monsoon clouds), a crumbling yet stately white marble building which sits on top of a
thickly wooded hill, overlooking the magical panorama of Udaipur. Nearby is the Sajjan Garth
Wildlife Sanctuary, set within a nature reserve. Here, visitors can spot tigers, hyenas and deer
whilst enjoying a perfect escape from the steady bustle of Udaipur.
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This hotel, a delightful 17th century property, lies hidden away in a small, yet busy
village, in the heart of the Aravalli Hills and it is overshadowed by a huge, 350 ft high
granite rock. Light and airy, with plenty of outdoor space and shaded nooks and
crannies, this is a relaxing place to unwind, away from the bustle of the cities of the
region. The rooms are scattered all around the property and each varies significantly
in shape, size and décor. There are also some contemporary tents in the garden
adjacent to the swimming pool. The highlight for us though is the ancient yet beautiful
step well where it is possible to enjoy A candle lit dinner under the stars, which is our
plan for the evening!

We’'ll also head out from here for a morning chaifari the Raika camel herders, sitting
around their campfire, we’ll be treated to camel milk chai and stories of their nomadic
lifestyle.




Jawai is a remote yet stunningly beautiful region of Rajasthan, rarely explored and with a relatively
low population, all of which have contributed to make it one of the best places in India to see
leopard. It is an area where nomadic Rabari herdsmen are as much a part of the earth's tales as
the leopards which have made these ancient hills and rocks their home. It is a land of mystery and
myth and legend, and | feel that it is a real privilege to come and spend some time here. It is where
desert, meets hills and all is fuelled by a huge lake and dam. It is where pastoral fields meet and
merge with wild grasslands and the waters lap at the foot of mighty granite forms. It is also a
place where migratory birds flock and during the season, you can see flamingos and cranes in their
hundreds.
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ROHETGARH

Situated just 45 minutes to one hour from Jodhpur itself, this is one of my favorite destinations
and | prefer to stay here instead of being in the heart of the city.

Rohetgarh is a former fortified home of the landed gentry and one of the first to open its doors to
the traveling public. Each room is unique, the décor traditionally Rajasthani, the food is delicious,
and | love the colonial touch of afternoon tea on the lawns mingling with the family. Cookery
demonstrations give a wonderful insight into the food of the region, jeep safaris take you into the
surrounding Bishnoi villagers where you can take part in an opium ceremony and for horse lovers,
it has one of the best stables of the indigenous breed, the Marwari, in all of India.

On a jeep safari you will get to meet the Bishnois, who have protected nature for more than 500
years and are responsible for the very survival of species like the Black Buck antelope (India's most
beautiful antelope and a rare and protected species today). They share a beautiful relationship
with this special animal, wherein the antelope stays close to Bishnoi habitation, never leaving it,
and displays complete trust in the Bishnoi people.

From the warm and hospitable people, to the various customs and ceremonies and the abundant
wildlife, guests have the rare privilege of being welcomed into people's homes and interacting
with them. They get to experience and understand a way of life that takes them closer to their
roots.

P
|NDIAN EXPERIENCES

DISCOYERING INDIA DIFFERENTLY




i e e o 0 R ST e
SR -

J O H P U R (Visit from Rohet)

Jodhpur is a much smaller and quieter town than Jaipur, yet its fort, The Meherangarh,
the second largest fort of Rajasthan, has to be the most impressive and well preserved
of all the state’s forts. A tour of its museum gives one a true sense of the regal life of
the Maharajas, as well as the harshness of desert life. However, what adds to its
mystique, are the stories and legends that have been woven into its history - whether
true or not! The fort and its encircling city walls, stand watchful over the “Blue City”
of Jodhpur and definitely one of the ‘must-take’ photo opportunities of this, the
capital of the Marwar Kingdom for five centuries.

Once the fort visit has been completed, most roads lead to the Clock Tower and the
sprawling Sadar Bazar that has expanded around it. Explore the narrow alleyways of
the bazaar to walk away with exquisitely hand-embroidered textiles, puppets, leather
and silverware.
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Reggies Camel Camp, Osian

With expansive views of the mighty Thar desert on one side and the ancient 8th
century temple town of Osian on the other, Reggie’s Camel Camp, the original luxury
tented camp in India, offers an unappalled experience of rural Rajasthan... Venturing
out on camel or jeep, one can meet the proud local tribes, the Bishnois and Bhils,
potters and weavers and shepherds in their natural surroundings, not to mention
varieties of desert wildlife such as blue bulls, gazelles, foxes, peacocks and partridges.

Despite its remote location, life’s little luxuries are within easy access of your tented
accommodation. The pool and cabana area rival that of any five star resort and are
somewhat of an engineering marvel having been built on one of the highest sand
dunes in the desert. Reggie’s safari bar, world renowned for its cool jazz tunes and
unrivalled Indian hospitality has received critical acclaim from none other than the
New York Times! This is a great place to end the journey.

|NDIAN EXPERIENCES

DISCOVERING INDIA DIFFERENTLY




Hotels

Delhi Andaz

Udaipur Bujera Fort

Narlai Rawla Narlai

Jawai Bera Safari Lodge
Rohet Rohetgarh

Osian The Camel Camp Osian

To book this itinerary:

Email Philippa@indianexperinecs.com

Call: +44 7966 025330

To discuss in more detail book a free call:
https://calendly.com/indianexperiences/30min



mailto:Philippa@indianexperinecs.com
https://calendly.com/indianexperiences/30min
https://www.hyatt.com/andaz/delaz-andaz-delhi?src=agn_pfxin_all_sem_DELAZ_BR_Exact_SubBrand-Property_IN_ALL_Delhi-Local_google_sbp_e+p_x_x&&src=pfxswain_sem___andaz%20hotel%20aerocity&mckv=s-dc_pcrid_652795342506_mtid_529dkt13792&gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI7OPkyKDxhAMV5sVMAh2JnQRLEAAYASAAEgIhlPD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
http://www.bujerafort.com/
https://ajitbhawan.com/the-rawla-narlai/
https://berasafarilodge.com/
https://www.houseofrohet.com/rohet-garh.html
https://www.reggiescamelcamposian.com/

Price Per Person

Price GBP
Per person based on twin share 3395.00
Single supplement 1200.00
Internal flights Delhi - Udaipur 90.00
Internal flights Jodhpur — Delhi 125.00

Payment terms:

30% Deposit required to guarantee your place.

70% Balance required 10 weeks prior to departure/30t July.
Trip operates with a minimum of 6 people.

INCLUDES

Accommodation on a double/twin -share basis as per hotels mentioned in the
itinerary.

Breakfast at the hotels

All meals at Jawai & Osian

All meals (buffet / set menu) as specified below:

1 Stepwell dinner at Rawla Narlai

Cooking Demo with Dinner at Rohet

Lunch at Maro Khet

Airport transfers as specified —

All transportation and tours by private vehicle as mentioned in the itinerary
(Urbania for 8 guests)

Sightseeing tours & excursions as specified in the itinerary.

Sunset Boat ride on Lake Pichola

Three game drive in Jawai

Services of English-speaking guide for sightseeing in Udaipur and Jodhpur
Entrance to monuments in Udaipur and Jodhpur

Bottled drinking water in the vehicle on all days

All presently applicable taxes




Exclusions

EXCLUDES

Domestic airfares (mentioned separately)

Any individual transfers for international arrival on Day 1 & international
departure on Day 12
Any sightseeing in Delhi

Indian Visa

International Airfares

Travel & Health insurance.

Other meals where not mentioned in the program.
Any drinks/beverages at any place.

Overweight luggage (Free baggage allowance in the domestic flights is 15 kgs
check in and 7 kgs hand baggage per person per sector)

Personal expenses — mineral water, telephone calls, laundry, etc.
Tips & gratuities
Camera Fees

Other services/activities which are not listed in the inclusive column.

CANCELLATION POLICIES

Package can be cancelled with written mail from the person making the booking.
The cancellation charges per person applicable are as per the published
cancellation policy below:

55 -40 Days prior to Tour Start Date 25% of full tour cost.
39 -30 Days prior to Tour Start Date 50% of full tour cost.
29 -20 Days prior to Tour Start Date 75% of full tour cost.
19- 00 Days / No show 100% of full tour cost.

No refund for unused nights or early check out.

Hotels are not responsible for room cancellation for the cancellation of flight
/ferry /cruise.

Hotels are not responsible for cancellation of reservation due to any climatic
changes.




Optional Extension

Continue onto Jaipur and Agra (Golden Triangle).
Contact me for details:
Philippa@indianexperiences.com




Surrounded by ancient forts and the rugged Aravalli Hills, Jaipur is one of the most enticing
places in India. Every aspect of this ‘pink city’ (The story goes that when Queen Victoria
visited 1876, the maharaja painted the whole city pink) was originally meticulously planned
when it was founded in 1727 by Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh. Today it is one of India’s fastest
growing cities, showcasing ‘new meets old’, yet even in the most modern parts, ancient
traditions remain.

The old city is a seemingly chaotic mix of fascinating, colorful, hectic bazaars and historic
sights. Providing a majestic backdrop to the city are the City Palace - now a public museum of
art and artefacts from around the world - the Palace of Winds and the Amber Fort, a military
masterpiece though even that, it overlooked by two other forts, Nahagarh (a great place for
sunsets) and Jaigarh, which provides a great view point of the city.

However, beyond these monuments, Jaipur has so much more to offer. Take a privately
guided walk into the backstreets of the old city and you will come across men, in tiny
workshops, polishing priceless precious stones for Jaipur’s famous jewelry industry. Encased
within the old city are over 4500 temples and there are even public ones in private houses!
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When discussing Agra, the first thing to be mentioned is the Taj Mahal, the mausoleum built by
emperor Shah Jahan for his favorite wife, Mumtaz Mahal. On a moonlit night, the view of the
ethereally white Taj, by the silently flowing Yamuna, is a sight that can inspire poetry. Yet, as a city,
it was originally, meticulously planned, built and nurtured by three successive Mughal emperors,
Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, during the most glorious era of the Mughal Empire and has many
other extraordinary monuments to explore, once the Taj has been visited. Sikandra, ltmadud Daula
and the impressive Agra Fort, an architectural masterpiece, built as a military fort, which was later
converted into an opulent palace by Shah Jahan, who was later imprisoned there by his son
Aurangzeb, in a chamber that only allowed him a view of the Taj Mahal.

What fewer people know about is that Agra was the seat of power for the North-West Province
from 1803-1857, yet most people overlooks its colonial history, despite it having one of the best-
preserved army cantonments in the country, which makes for an interesting half day tour.
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About Phlllppa Kaye

| have been a specialist in travel to India for twenty-five years. This Coast to Coast journey is a
replica of my first ever trip to India, ‘Where it all began,” if you like, and which sparked my
passion for the country. I've always had a policy of if | haven’t seen it, | can’t promote it and
as a result of this, ended up living in India for 15 years, during which time | spent at least two
weeks every month on the road, exploring. In terms of my career with India, | have been
responsible for establishing Indian divisions for various UK based travel companies including
Ampersand Travel, Real Holidays, Selective Asia and Experience Travel Group. Within India |
have run a wildlife lodge, and consulted with many DMC’s including LPTI, Luxe India, Creative
Travel, Beyond The Taj and Royal Expeditions as well as helping various hotels and NGO’s
create new experiences.

| am author of Escape to India, and, pen my musings and stories about India on my blog,
www.memsahibinindia.com and have contributed articles to the Times of India travel website,
www.happytrips.com as well as for their print publication and MINT.

| am passionate about showcasing ‘A Different India,” beyond the mainstream destinations and
over 25 years have put together a little black book of local experts who | work with
throughout the country. | have put this itinerary together with partners | have worked with
for years, who share my passion but also will take care of all the logistics, leaving me free to
accompany you and share my knowledge and experiences along the way. It promises to be
extraordinary and quite a lot of fun too!
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Escape-India-Modern-Day-Memsahib/dp/1527261840/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=escape+to+India&qid=1620636788&sr=8-1
https://memsahibinindia.com/memsahib-the-book-escape-to-india-is-a-funny-contemporary-and-feisty-tale-of-one-womans-search-for-meaning-independence-and-tigers/

THANRKR YOU

““No matter how few possessions you own or how
little money you have, loving wildlife and nature will
make you rich beyond measure.”

— Paul Oxton

“Certainly, travel is more than the seeing of sights;
it is a change that goes on, deep and permanent, in the
ideas of living.”

- Miriam Beard

““When preparing to travel, lay out all your clothes and
all your money. Then take half the clothes and twice the
money.”

— Susan Heller
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